Nhirng Thic Mic Hay Cé vé khéa Canh Tan Poi Song Hon Nhan
Frequently Asked Questions about the Marriage Renewal Workshop

Lam sao chiing t6i tim ra thoi gio' cho cd cudi tuan dé
tham dy khoa vi chung toi quia ban rén voi gia dinh?

Trong cudc song hém nay c6 vé nhu gia dinh nao ciing réat
ban ron, nhung c6 khi chinh cai ban ron ?iy lai tré nén
chuéng ngai vat trong viéc xdy dung nén tang cho hanh
phuc gia dinh, tinh yéu gilta hai vo chdng. C6 cau noi
rang, mon qua quy nhat ma nguoi cha danh cho con minh
la yéu thuong me cua chung. Khoa nay la mét cudc hen
ho cho hai vo chéng, ¢6 nhiing luc vui cudi bén nhau, cé
thi gio riéng v6i nhau va véi cac cap khac. Nhat 1a co thi
gio dé nhin lai hon nhin ctia minh. Néu ching ta cho
nhitng diéu d6 1a quan trong ching ta s& tim ra thi gid.

Chiing t6i da cwéi nhau ldu qud réi. Chic khéa Canh
Tdan Hon Nhédn Gia Dinh thich hop hon cho cdc cdp vo
chong tré?

Chiing ta chang bao giv qué gia dé cudi dua, dé cung voi
céc cap vo chong khac, cam ta nguoi ban duong dén trong
cugc doi minh. Nhimg kinh nghiém quy bau trong doi
song hon nhan ciia céc cip 16n tudi 1 nhitng mén qua vo
gid cho cac d6i vo chong tré. Khong c6 gidi han tudi tic
trong viéc canh tidn hon nhan va gia dinh. Tham du khoa
ciing c6 thé 1 phan thuong cho cudc hon nhan bén viing
cta chinh minh.

Ching phdi "Canh Tén Poi Séng Hon Nhéan'' danh cho
cdc doi gap tré ngai trong hon nhan sao? Gia dinh t6i
dang hanh phiic chic khong can dw Khéa.

Khéa Canh Tan Hon Nhan Gia Dinh danh cho tat ca doi
vo chdng: cho nhitng cip dang gip khung hoang, cho
nhitng cap that tot Ianh, va cho nhiing cip dang & giita hai
tinh trang ké trén. Khoa nay l1a dip dé minh mimg va ta on
doi song hon nhén, cing la dip dé cung hoc hoi, nang d&
va d6i dién v6i nhitng van nan ma cac gia dinh dang gap
phai. Céc dé tai trinh bay do 1a 1 so cap vo chong tinh
nguyén chia s¢ chinh kinh nghiém song cta ho nham ning
dd céac cap khac séng giao udc hon nhén.

Téi khong thodi mdi khi phdi chia sé vé hon nhdn minh
truwoc dam dong thi sao?

Khong ai bi bat buc chia sé néu khong thdy thoai mai,
ngoai trir phan ty gi6i thidu lic bit dau. Phan 16n thoi gid
ctia khoa 1a ling nghe chia sé céc kinh nghiém that, va
chia sé trong nhom nhé néu mudn. Nhiing ciu goi y chia
sé thuong c6 tinh cach chung va nhe nhang. Pa sé moi
nguoi déu cam thay thoai mai khi chia sé.

How can we find the time for an entire weekend at the
Marriage Renewal Workshop when we are so busy with our
Jamilies?

It seems like a busy family life is an integral part of our
modern culture, but that busyness can often get in the way of
building the foundation for a close family: the love between
a husband and wife. It’s been said that the best thing that a
father can do for his children is to love their mother. The
Marriage Renewal Workshop is like a special date for a
husband and wife — a time to laugh, enjoy one another’s
company, get to know other couples, and gain insights into
your marriage relationship. There is always time for what
you consider important.

We’re too old for that. We’ve been married a long time.
Isn’t the Marriage Renewal Workshop for younger
couples?

Are we ever too old to laugh, to enjoy being with other
wonderful couples, and to celebrate the blessings that our
spouses have brought to our lives? As an experienced
married couple, you can share what you’ve learned through
your years of marriage with some of the younger couples.
Taking time to enrich your marriage has no age limit. We are
always growing and learning. The Marriage Renewal
Workshop is, in a sense, a reward for your marriage
longevity.

Isn’t the Marriage Renewal Workshop for marriages in
trouble? We’re doing pretty well right now.

The Marriage Renewal Workshop is for all couples:
marriages that are in trouble, marriages that are nearly
perfect, and marriages that are somewhere in-between. The
Marriage Renewal Workshop is an enrichment experience.
We celebrate the graces of our marriages and build a sense of
belonging and support, but also discuss and tackle the tough
issues that many married couples face. There are no
counselors on the weekend — only couples who are willing to
share their lived experiences to help other couples renew
their commitment.

I’m not comfortable talking about our marriage in a group.
How much will I have to talk?

Except for introductions, no one is required to share anything
about their lives or their marriages. Much of the weekend is
spent listening and sharing in small groups at a table, and
passing is always an option. Many of the discussion
questions are very general and most people feel comfortable
answering them.



Néu ngwoi phéi ngau cia téi khong Cong gido hay
khéng phdi la ngwoi Viégt Nam thi sao?

Khoa Canh Tan Hon Nhan Gia Pinh dugc t6 chirc dé dap
mg nhu ciu gia dinh Cong Gido trong xa hoi ngay nay
gdm 50% nguoi Cong Gido c6 ban dudong khong ciing ton
gido hay chung toc. Nhiing dé tai trong khoa 1a nhiing Van
dé thyc té trong doi song hing ngay. Tuy khéa dugc to
churc trén nén tang durc tin Cong Gido, nhung nguoi khong
cung tin ngudng s& cam thiy thoai mai va dugc ton trong.
Chiing t6i ciing ao udc duge dén tiép cac anh chi 1ap gia
dinh véi nguoi khac chung tc tham du.

Nhitng tham dw vién cia khoa anh Tan Hon Nhan
Gia Dinh cé bujc phdi vao doan thé nao khong?

Thua khong. Nhleu cip vo chdng thich khéa nén tinh
nguyén vao ban to chirc gitip lo cho cic khoa ké tiép trong
gido x1r.

Sau khoa nay co sinh hoat gi khdac cho chung toi tham
duw khong?

Pic ¢ Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold Dé Nhi khuyén gido
dan nén tham gia vao cac hoi doan dé séng dirc tin Cong
Gido siu dAm hon va ning dé 1in nhau trong cudc lit
hanh dirc tin. Nhiing gia dinh tham dy khoa nay trong 14
nam qua da ching kién cdch sdng duc tin twong ty nhu 10i
khuyén cua PGH. Céc gia dinh qui trong hon nhan cua
minh va nhan sy nang d& tir cdc gia dinh khac, 1a dau chi
Chua dang hién dién ngay gitta gido x{ cuia ho.

Chiing t6i da tham dw khéa lan trude, nhung vin mong
muon tham dw thém mét lan nita cé dwgc khong?

Thua duge. Chi trong truong hop sé tham dy vién nhiéu
qua mic giéi han thi ban to chirc xin uu tién cho nhiing
cap chua tung du khoa.

Phi trwong nao gan dia diém?

Phi truong gan nhat 1a John Wayne Airport tai Santa
Ana/Orange County (SNA cach dia diém 20 phut), va
Long Beach (LGB cich dia diém khoang 20 phit). Vai
phi truong khac hoi xa hon 14 Los Angeles va Ontario.

What if my spouse isn’t Catholic? Or not Vietnamese?

The Marriage Renewal Workshop has been specifically
designed for the entire spectrum of today’s Catholics,
including the 50% of Catholics with spouses who do not
share their faith or culture.  The Marriage Renewal
Workshop is in large part about the everyday issues that most
marriages face today. While our Catholic faith and teachings
form the framework on which the workshop is built, most
non-Catholics will feel very comfortable on the Marriage
Renewal weekend. Mixed-culture couples are very welcome
in this workshop as well.

Do Marriage Renewal Workshop participants become part
of an exclusive club?

Absolutely not, although many couples enjoy the workshop
so much that they choose to become part of the team for the
next workshop.

Are there any activities after the workshop?

Our late Pope John Paul II encouraged the laity to be
involved in small communities to have a deeper lived
experience of our faith and support from others in our faith
journey. The couples that attended the workshop during the
last 14 years have been witnesses to his teachings. Those
families value their marriages and, with the support from
other families, are signs of God’s love in their local parishes.

We attended Marriage Renewal Workshop before, but we
would like to attend the workshop again. Is that O.K.?

No problem. However, we will give priority to those couples
who have not attended the workshop before.

Which airports are nearest the center?

The nearest airports are John Wayne Airport in Santa
Ana/Orange County (SNA, 20 minutes from the retreat
center) and Long Beach (LGB, 20 minutes). Other airports
are Los Angeles (LAX, 40 minutes) and Ontario (ONT, 45
minutes).



